
Chapter 11: Labeling Theory and Conflict/Marxist/Radical Theories of Crime  

labeling theory: 
theoretical perspective 
that assumes that criminal 
behavior increases 
because certain 
individuals are caught 
and labeled as offenders; 
their offending increases 
because they have been 
stigmatized.

symbolic 
interactionism: 
proposes that many 
social interactions involve 
symbolism, which occurs 
when individuals interpret 
each other’s words or 
gestures and act based 
on the meaning of those 
gestures.

Comparing water from 
the Flint River and the 
Detroit River. Which 
would you rather drink?


